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 » Covestro: Lead partner
 » Post-Harvest and Consulting Construction Joint Stock Company: Co-implementing partner
 » Tam Phat Green Company: Medicinal plant business
 » Vina Samex Company: Cinnamon business
 » Van Ho Pharmaceutical Company: Medicinal plant business
 » Chieng Xuan Bamboo Shoots Cooperative: Bamboo shoot business
 » VietRAP Company: Medicinal plant business

 Partners and roles 

 » 7,406 women, including 5,554 ethnic minority women 
apply the solar-drying house technology

 » 5 solar-drying houses are established

 » Private sector co-investment: AUD 227,209
 

Provincial People’s Committee
Lao Cai and Son La Province

Funded through the GREAT Innovation Fund, this project will introduce solar-powered 
drying houses to medicinal plant and bamboo producers and processors. This will 
enhance product quality, leading to higher sale values and remove the risk of poor quality 
or delayed drying due to wet or overcast weather.

 Impact
Solar drying houses are low-cost energy solutions that 
enhance the crop drying process, resulting in higher quality 
products. They also reduce the reliance on weather or 
more expensive and less accessible electrical-powered 
options for drying. This particular solar-powered drying 
house has been piloted and adopted in Thailand and 
Vietnam’s Mekong Delta area. Covestro aims to develop 
the market for energy efficient solutions for small-scale 
business in Vietnam’s north-west. 

The introduction of low-cost energy solutions for producers 
and processors in the region presents a number of 
opportunities for ethnic minority women. These include 
increased income through lower production costs and 
improved product quality, and a reduction in time and 
labour spent on processing. Solar-driven options also offer 
an opportunity for businesses to build climate resilience 
into their business models. 

  » Introduction of solar-powered drying houses in Lao Cai 
and Son La Provinces

  » Ensure there are local service providers with the 
capacity to assemble the drying houses and provide 
after sales service

  » Develop and test technical operation guidance 
manuals on post-harvest drying, storage and 
processing

  » Training and support to ensure solar-energy drying 
houses are operated in accordance with Good 
Manufacturing Practices
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